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ON 



VENEZUELAN POLITICS 



C - ENTIRE TEXT. 



J LONG-TIME EMBASSY 



CONTACT, MET WITH POL OFF ON D ECEMBER 17 TO DISCUSS 
VENEZUELAN POLITICS. I I COMMENTED AS FOLLOWS: 



THE CURRENT SITUATION 



DISMISSED TALK OF "CRISIS, COUPS AND HUNGER" AS 
BUNK: TTBf UNDERGROUND ECONOMY I S PROVIDING A LIVELIHOOD 
FOR MANY. IN FACT, IN | | OPINION, VENEZUELA MAY BE 
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IN THE PROCESS OF BECOMING ANOTHER ITALY, A COUNTRY IN 
WHICH THE INFORMAL OR UNDERGROUND SECTOR OF THE ECONOMY 
CONSTITUTES ITS CREATIVE, DRIVING FORCE. VENEZUELA'S REAL 
ENTREPRENEURS ARE TO BE FOUND THERE RATHER THAN IN THE 
ESTABLISHED COMPANIES, WHICH WANT CONTINUED GOVERNMENT 
PROTECTION AND SUBSIDIES. AS FOR THE REST OF THE POOR, 
GOV SOCIAL PROGRAMS ARE EFFECTIVE IN REACHING MOST OF 
THEM, PROVIDING THEM WITH CASH (1,500 BS . EVERY THREE 
MONTHS FOR EACH CHILD), FOOD AND SCHOOL BOOKS, SUPPLIES 
AND UNIFORMS. THE POOR ARE NOT STARVING, ARE UNINTERESTED 
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IN POLITICS, EVEN LESS INTERESTED IN SUBVERSION , AND WANT 
ONLY TO WORK. GOVERNING AD PROFESSES IGNORANCE OF THE 
SCOPE /IMPORTANCE OF THESE SOCIAL PROGRAMS BECAUSE THEY ARE 
ADMINISTERED BY "KIDS" UNKNOWN TO THE PARTY BOSSES. 



THE REAL PROBLEM, STRESSED, IS THE PRECARIOUS 



SITUATION OF THE MIDDLE CLASSES, WHICH PROVIDE THE 
MANPOWER FOR THE MEDIA AND THEREFORE HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY, 
WHICH THEY EXPLOIT, TO SKEW NEWS COVERAGE IN THE DIRECTION 
OF "EXCESSIVE" ATTENTION TO THE COUNTRY'S (READ: MIDDLE 
CLASS) PROBLEMS AND TO CULTIVATE A "CRISIS" ATMOSPHERE. 
THAT ATMOSPHERE IS THEN EXPLOITED BY "AGING LEFTISTS" AND 
"MARGINALIZED" INTELLECTUALS. THE MIDDLE CLASS, WHICH IS 
SEEKING AN EXIT FROM THE SQUEEZE IT HAS BEEN UNDERGOING, 
HAS LOST FAITH IN THE POLITICAL PARTIES BUT IS STILL 
SEARCHING FOR A PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. IF IT IS UNABLE 
TO FIND ONE IN 1993 AND IT CONTINUES TO DECLINE, IT MAY 
ACTIVELY SUPPORT MILITARY INTERVENTION IN POLITICS AS ITS 
ONLY HOPE -- BUT NOT NOW, OR ANY TIME BEFORE THE 1993 
ELECTIONS. 
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5. THE RECENT STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS, WHICH THE 
MIDDLE -CLASS -CONTROLLED MEDIA HAVE BEEN PORTRAYING AS A 
CONFIRMATION OF THE REALITY OF "CRISIS" , ARE INSTEAD THE 
RESPONSE OF A FEW LEFTISTS LIKE CENTRAL UNIVERSITY (UCV) 
RECTOR LUIS FUENMAYOR TO THE OPPORTUNITY CREATED BY THE 
RHETORIC OF "CRISIS." FUENMAYOR AND HIS ILK HAVE A POOL 
OF RECRUITS CONSTANTLY AVAILABLE, CONSISTING OF THE 
"MARGINALIZED" INTELLECTUALS WHICH THE COUNTRY'S PROGRAM 
OF "MASSIFICATION" OF HIGHER EDUCATION HAS CREATED. 
MARGINAL STUDENTS WEANED ON A DIET OF MARXISM, STATISM AND 
POPULISM MAKE THE EXPRESSION OF THEIR "SOCIAL RESENTMENT" 
THE CHIEF GOAL OF THEIR L IVES/ CAREERS . 



THE PARTIES: AD 



OUTLINED THE LIKELY SCENARIO OF THE CHOICE OF 



HIS PARTY'S NEXT PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. CAP,! 



HAS BEEN ARTIFICIALLY 



INFLATING A NUMBER OF CANDIDATES, RANGING FROM CARACAS 
MAYOR CLAUD 10 FERMIN TO FORMER MINISTER OF THE PRESIDENCY 
CARMELO LAURIA TO PARTY STALWART CARLOS CAN AC HE MAT A. CAP 
AND FORMER PRESIDENT LUSINCHI SHARE ONE OVERRIDING GOAL, 
TO KEEP ANT I -CORRUPT I ON GADFLY AND SELF-PROCLAIMED AD 
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE LUIS PINERUA ORDAZ OUT OF THE 
PRESIDENCY. BOTH CAP AND LUSINCHI FEAR THAT THE 
"VINDICTIVE" PINERUA WOULD PROSECUTE AND, EVENTUALLY, JAIL 
THEM FOR CORRUPTION. PINERUA HIMSELF IS THE MOST POPULAR 
POTENTIAL CANDIDATE AMONG AD MEMBERS AND SO COULD BECOME 
THE PARTY'S OFFICIAL CANDIDATE. CARMELO LAURIA, THE MOST 
RECENT ENTRANT INTO AD'S PRESIDENTIAL SWEEPSTAKES, IS "THE 
BUFFOONS' CANDIDATE", A DISTRACTION PROVIDED ON CAP'S 
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ORDERS IN ACCORD WITH HIS POLITICAL TACTICS. CAP IS 
LIKELY FINALLY TO THROW HIS SUPPORT BEHIND CANACHE MATA AS 
THE CANDIDATE EASIEST TO CONTROL AND MOST LIKELY TO BE 
ACCEPTABLE AS A COMPROMISE TO BOTH THE ORTHODOX AND 
RENOVATOR FACTIONS OF THE PARTY. 



COPEI, MAS, AND CAUSA R 



SAID THE BIG QUESTION MARK IS FORMER PRESIDENT Bl 
RAFAEL CALDERA. WILL THIS MAN, ONE OF THE FEW GENUINE 
"STATESMEN" AMONG ACTIVE POLITICIANS, DECIDE TO REPUDIATE 
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SUBJECT: AD DEPUTY AND JOURNALIST JULIO CAMINO ON 
HIS LIFE'S WORK, THE COPEI PARTY, SIMPLY TO PREVENT PARTY 
SECRETARY GENERAL EDUARDO FERNANDEZ FROM BECOMING 
PRESIDENT? FERNANDEZ, WHO WANTS POWER FOR ITS OWN SAKE, 
IS WILLING TO STRIKE ALMOST ANY DEAL WITH CALDERA, EVEN TO 
THE EXTREME OF GIVING ANY NUMBER OF MINISTRIES TO HIS 
RELATIVES AND SUPPORTERS. IF CALDERA AGREES TO A DEAL IN 
RETURN FOR NOT RUNNING AS AN INDEPENDENT CANDIDATE, 
FERNANDEZ WILL PROBABLY BE ELECTED, AND THE MOVEMENT 
TOWARDS SOCIALISM (MAS) WILL CONTINUE TO BE THE NUMBER 
THREE PARTY. IF CALDERA REJECTS A DEAL AND RUNS, 
FERNANDEZ WILL LOSE TO THE AD CANDIDATE. MAS , PART OF 
WHICH WOULD SUPPORT CALDERA, WOULD RUN THE RISK OF A SPLIT 
AND WOULD LOSE ENOUGH VOTES TO ENABLE RADICAL, LEFTIST 
"CAUSA R" (RADICAL CAUSE) TO FINISH IN THIRD PLACE. 
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ANYTHING STRENGTHENING CAUSA R IS POLITICALLY "DANGEROUS" . 

COMMENT 

8. IN HIS ART ICLES, H IS RADIO PROGRAMS AND HIS PRIVATE 
CONVERSATIONS , I I COMES ACROSS AS VERY PRO-UNITED 

STATES AND PRO- PRIVATE ENTERPRISE. PERIPATETIC, HE CLAIMS 
TO VISIT THE U.S. FOUR OR FIVE TIMES A YEAR. HE PROFESSES 
TO FIND THE FORMALITY AND STODGINESS OF EUROPE 
"DEPRESSING" IN CONTRAST TO THE INFORMALITY AND "FREEDOM" 
OF THE U.S. HE OBVIOUSLY EXERCISES INDEPENDENCE IN MAKING 
JUDGMENTS ABOUT VENEZUELAN POLITICS. HIS VIEWS, REPORTED 
HEREIN, ARE STRICTLY HIS OWN. HIS BELIEF THAT THE PRESENT 
ATMOSPHERE OF "CRISIS" HAS BEEN OVER-STATED IN THE MEDIA 
IS IN OUR OPINION SUBSTANTIALLY ON THE MARK. SOME OF HIS 
OTHER OPINIONS STRIKE US AS OFF THE MARK. FOR EXAMPLE, IT 
IS CAN AC HE MATA WHO RATES (IF ANYONE DOES) AS THE 
BUFFOONS' CANDIDATE; CARMELO LAURIA (WHILE PROBABLY NOT 
THE NEXT PRESIDENT) IS ALMOST UNIVERSALLY CONSIDER ED ONE 
OF THE MOST BRILLIANT MEN IN VENEZUELAN POLITICS. 
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IS ALSO TOO FACILE IN REJECTING THE REALITIES BEHIND 
LOWER-CLASS ECONOMIC HARDSHIPS AND DISCONTENTS, 
OVER-STATES THE POTENTIAL OF THE UNDERGROUND ECONOMY, AND 
OVER-ESTIMATES THE POPULARITY OF LUIS PINERUA. SKOL 
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